
2012 ALABAMA INNOVATION FUND AWARDS
University/College Name
The University of Alabama at Birmingham

Award 
$1,574,885.00

Principal Investigator
Robert Kimberly

Project
Center for Clinical and Translation Science Innovation
Partner(s) Discipline

Medicine and Biomedical Research

Renewal Funding

University/College Name
The University of Alabama at Huntsville

Award 
$299,557.00

Principal Investigator
Jason Cassibry

Project
Development and Testing of the Charger Facility for Deep Space Fusion Propulsion Research
Partner(s) Discipline

Propulsion technology

Renewal Funding

University/College Name
Auburn University  

Award 
$204,351.00

Principal Investigator
Oladiran Fasina

Project
Naval Stores Chemicals Production from Southern Forests by Innovative Treating
Partner(s) Discipline

Biomass engineering

Renewal Funding

University/College Name
The University of Alabama

Award 
$125,792.00

Principal Investigator
Richard P. Swatloski

Project
Alabama Start-up Seed Fund Program
Partner(s) Discipline

Seed Funding

Renewal Funding

University/College Name
University of South Alabama

Award 
$78,617.00

Principal Investigator
Alec Yasinsac, PhD

Project
Metrics for K-16 Computing Education
Partner(s) Discipline

Computer Science

Renewal Funding

University/College Name
Auburn University  

Award 
$68,797.00

Principal Investigator
Weikuan Yu

Project
Smart Network Backplane for Fast Analytics of Big Data
Partner(s) Discipline

Information technology

Renewal Funding



University/College Name
The University of Alabama

Award 
$206,326.00

Principal Investigator
Allen Parrish

Project
10-8CAD
Partner(s)
Robertson and Associates

Discipline
Public safety technology [9-1-1 , computer-
aided dispatch (CAD), records 
management (RMS), emergency 
notification and radio console solutions]

Research Funding

University/College Name
Auburn University

Award 
$200,020.00

Principal Investigator
Bruce Tatarchuk

Project
Ultra High Thermal Conductivity Catalyst Carriers Which Enable Mobile & Scalable Fischer 
Tropsch Platforms Suitable for Fuel Production from Alabama's Biomass Resources
Partner(s)
IntraMicron, Inc.

Discipline
Biomass conversion

Research Funding

University/College Name
The University of Alabama at Birmingham

Award 
$200,000.00

Principal Investigator
Bharat Soni, Ph.D

Project
Integrated Mixed Reality Simulation Training Center
Partner(s)
US Army RDECOM, Medical Simulation 
Research Branch, and VIPAAR LLC.

Discipline
Information technology (IT) and enabling 
technologies (ET)

Research Funding

University/College Name
University of South Alabama

Award 
$200,000.00

Principal Investigator
David Nelson

Project
Commercial Development of Millimeter Wave Peripheral Perfusion Monitor
Partner(s)
Millitherm, Inc.

Discipline
Biomedical

Research Funding

University/College Name
Wallace State at Hanceville

Award 
$200,000.00

Principal Investigator
Dr. Vicki P. Hawsey

Project
Appalachian Regional Commission Center for Entrepreneuership and Energy Innovations
Partner(s)
ZeroRPM, J2 Technologies Inc. & AdvnEdge 
Research, Inc.

Discipline
Entrepreneurship

Research Funding



University/College Name
The University of Alabama at Birmingham

Award 
$184,000.00

Principal Investigator
Anthony Skjellum Ph.D.

Project
Commercialization of UAB Research Innovations in Cybersecurity
Partner(s)
Malkovri Security, LLC.

Discipline
Cybersecurity

Research Funding

University/College Name
The University of Alabama

Award 
$160,487.00

Principal Investigator
Robin D. Rogers

Project
Technical amd Commercial Feasibility of Exfoliation and Printing of 2D Thermoelectric V-VI 
Group Chalcogendides: A General Approach to 2D Nanomaterial
Partner(s)
Gulf Coast Agricultural and Seafood Cooperative 
and Tuscaloosa-based start-up company 525 
Solutions

Discipline
Nanotechnology and biomedical research

Research Funding

University/College Name
Auburn University  

Award 
$142,835.00

Principal Investigator
Marko Hakovirta

Project
Intelligent Control Solution for Smart Manufacturing and Energy Reduction in Pulp Mills
Partner(s)
R.E. Hodges LLC (a private entity), and 
Tuskegee University

Discipline
Advanced manufacturing - Pulp & Paper

Research Funding

University/College Name
The University of Alabama

Award 
$74,332.00

Principal Investigator
Gregory Thompson

Project
Partnering with Alabama Nucor Steel in Development Microalloyed Precipitation 
Strengthened Steels for the Transportation and Agriculture-based Industries
Partner(s)
Nucor Steel-Decatur

Discipline
Advanced materials

Research Funding


