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The Export Alabama Alliance is a seamless network of international trade agencies 
with the fundamental objective of helping Alabama companies grow their business 
internationally. This strong alliance of local, state and federal organizations works 
together to develop and coordinate programs that facilitate the export of Alabama's 
goods and services overseas.
 
This marketing plan speaks to our 2019 successes and outlines our 2020 activities.   
We recognize that if we achieve the goals we’ve outlined for ourselves during the 
coming year, we will have prepared Alabama companies to compete in the global 
marketplace, thus creating and sustaining jobs for Alabama citizens.  
 
 

EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY

GOALS

Boost Alabama Exports

#1

Assist companies in finding 
new markets for Alabama 
made goods and services.

#2
Grow New-to-Exporters
Identify companies with 
export potential to engage in 
selling products overseas.
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KEY SUPPORT

Secretary, Alabama Department of Commerce
Served 8+ Years in the Position
Has Led more than 12 Trade Missions

Greg Canfield

Identifier Demographics
Strong advocate for Alabama's 
companies being affected by trade 
tariffs.

Run state's leading export 
international trade promotion and 
development organization.
 

Goals Challenges
Encourage more business owners to 
expand into markets overseas; or, as 
a community leader, to connect with 
businesses and work to develop 
strategies to better understand their 
needs.
 

Ensure trade policy does not hinder 
our companies from being competitive 
and selling in the global marketplace.
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The Export Alabama Alliance will produce monthly content 
belonging to 4 categories: 

Trade Missions

Open to all companies, events such as the Supply Chain and 
Logistics annual conference, Farnborough Air Show,  
NAITA/USASAC Industry Day, Made in Dekalb and the Space & 
Missile Defense Symposium, to name a few, will take place 
throughout the state.

Four business development missions will take place to markets in 
Vietnam/Hong Kong, the Caribbean, Canada and Russia. These trips 
support Alabama companies in launching or increasing their 
business in the overseas marketplace. 

Multi educational programs on the nuances of exporting will be 
implemented throughout the year  Programs will touch on how to do 
business in specific markets, Incoterms, export compliance & ITAR 
Defense Trade Controls, cyber security and round-table discussions 
on exporting.

How-To Programs

Industry Events

Tips and Tactics
The Export Alabama Alliance joins together to provide one-on-one 
export counseling to Alabama companies, sharing expertise in all 
aspects of international trade.
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Trade Missions 2020

The Indo-Pacific continues to be a region of great growth potential for U.S. Exporters. In 2018 U.S. exports were 
$724.1 billion, up 4.6% from 2017. If you’re not already exporting to this region or are but want to increase your 
market share Trade Winds is the perfect vehicle for you to do so. 
 
Companies will meet with distributors and representatives in up to 5 countries (Hong Kong, Korea, Japan, Vietnam, 
and Thailand), network with key industry contacts, schedule individual meetings with U.S. Economic Diplomats 
from across Asia, gain first-hand market insight and solidify an Indo-Pacific business strategy.

Vietnam & Hong Kong (Trade Winds 2020)  POSTPONED

Caribbean Trade Mission | May 31 - June 5, 2020
The Caribbean region as a whole represents a market of about 27 million people who collectively imported over 
$21 billion of U.S. goods in 2018. As a result, the region is the third largest export market for U.S. manufactured 
goods in Latin America behind only Mexico and Brazil. The Caribbean region is a natural commercial partner of 
the United States, tied closely by geography, history, and culture. There is a huge demand for U.S.-made products 
in the region. 
 
The 2020 Trade Americas program offers U.S. companies the opportunity to explore fourteen markets in   the    
Caribbean region: Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean, Dominican Republic, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica,  Suriname, 
The Bahamas, and Trinidad and Tobago.   Hosted in Bridgetown, Barbados, the Trade Americas – Business 
Opportunities in the Caribbean Region Conference will focus on region-specific sessions, market entry strategies, 
export compliance, legal issues, logistics, disaster resilience and recovery, and access to finance. 

SEUS-CP Conference & Matchmaking | Nova Scotia | July 19-21, 2020
The Government of Nova Scotia will host the 13th annual Southeastern United States–Canadian Provinces 
(SEUS-CP) Alliance Conference, taking place from July 19-21, 2020 under the theme of "Thriving Through 
Transformation".   
 
Business matchmaking will take place in various sectors including aging/senior tech, ocean tech, agriculture tech, 
and education tech. Panel discussions and keynote speakers will discuss co-location strategies, leveraging 
accelerators and incubators along with disrupting the digital divide.

Russia Trade Mission | September 12-19, 2020
A multi-industry trade mission will travel to Moscow and St. Petersburg during the week of September 14, 2020.  
Suggested industry sectors include healthcare (pharmaceuticals/medical devices), information and communication 
technologies, agribusiness, aerospace and consumer goods.  
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JANUARY

 

 
 
 
 
 
Incoterms 2020 Seminar
January 16 | Mobile
Incoterms® rules outline the responsibilities of buyers and sellers in international transactions with regard to the costs and risks 
involved in the shipping of goods. Incoterms® rules are developed and published by the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC). 
The ICC recently published the next edition of these trade terms. Incoterm workshop participants will learn what they need to know 
and any changes they need to make for their company's exporting processes.
 
Incoterms 2020 Webinar
January | Online 
Incoterms® rules outline the responsibilities of buyers and sellers in international transactions with regard to the costs and risks 
involved in the shipping of goods. Incoterms® rules are developed and published by the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC).  
During this webinar, participants will learn what they need to know and any changes they need to make for their company's 
exporting processes.
 
2020 Hong Kong Chinese New Year Reception
January 23 | Atlanta
The Ms. Joanne Chu, the Director of the Hong Kong Trade Economic and Trade Office in New York, along with the Hong Kong 
Commissioner to the United States, Mr. Eddie Mak, will host a reception at the Georgia Aquarium in Atlanta to celebrate the 
Chinese New Year

 

 

 

Made in Dekalb
February 6 | Rainsville 
Hosted by the DeKalb County Economic Development Authority and held at the Northeast Alabama Agribusiness Center, the                  
annual Made in DeKalb event provides an opportunity for local companies to promote their products and services to the 
businesses and people of DeKalb County. The event includes time for networking, breakout sessions and visits from area high 
school seniors and college students preparing to enter the workforce. A member of the Alabama Department of Commerce 
staffing the Export Alabama Alliance booth represents the Alliance.
 
Alabama Consul General Event
February 12 | Atlanta
Alabama is home to 13 honorary consulates and over 80 foreign governments list the state in their jurisdiction of 
responsibility. This large and thriving diplomatic corps is comprised of consular offices and/or trade representation.  The 
Alabama Department of Commerce along with the Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce will host an inaugural reception to 
honor this group that plays a critical role in supporting and furthering the state of Alabama in foreign direct investment, trade, 
cultural and educational activities.
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FEBRUARY



Taxes on your Exports and IC-DISC Webinar
February 13 | Online 
Topics covered during this webinar, presented by the Alabama International Trade Center and Warren Averett, will include: US taxes 
on export revenues, IC-DISC (Interest-Charge Domestic International Sales Corporation), history of US tax export incentives, general 
benefits of IC-DISC, permanent tax savings, tax deferral, ownership structures and types of DISCS, IC-DISC requirements and 
qualifications, commission calculations and other items, and FDII – Foreign Derived Intangible Income.
 
Export Compliance Training Institute (ECTI) Seminar: ITAR Defense Trade Controls/EAR Export Controls
February 17-20 | Huntsville
This internationally recognized seminar series provides both novice and experienced export compliance professionals with a 
comprehensive education on complying with United States export regulations. Instructors are widely respected experts in the field of 
export compliance with many years of experience interpreting and applying the rules, ITAR, EAR & OFAC. Attendees leave these 
seminars with an in-depth understanding of the current rules and how to keep their company compliant. NAITA discount available.
 
Defense Acquisition University (DAU) Winter Update at the DAU
February 20 | Huntsville
The Defense Acquisition University (DAU) is a corporate university of the United States Department of Defense offering "acquisition, 
technology, and logistics" (AT&L) training to military and Federal civilian staff and Federal contractors. This update, supported by 
NAITA, will provide its members current information on these topics.
 
Innovate Huntsville Week
February 24-29 | Huntsville
Innovate Huntsville 2020 is a week of collaboration and celebration of the entrepreneurial ecosystem in North Alabama. The event is 
dedicated to bringing entrepreneurs and innovators together with local resources to build momentum and opportunity around 
Huntsville’s vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem. The week features events, panels, and social activities, including the region’s brightest 
entrepreneurs, investors, strategic advisors, and community supporters, all of whom contribute to Huntsville’s thriving startup 
ecosystem.
 
Export Roundtable | Navigating Global Trade with Local Resources
February 26 | Huntsville
The North Alabama International Trade Association (NAITA) and the Export 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual AlabamaGermany Partnership Celebration Dinner
March 4 | Huntsville
The AlabamaGermany Partnership’s biggest event of the year that brings German and American leaders from industrial, cultural, 
educational and governmental sectors together. This year the event will take place at the U.S. Space & Rocket Center in Huntsville.
 
Doing Business in Europe Webinar
March 5 | Online 
 
NAITA Trade Compliance Roundtable
March | Huntsville
Join NAITA members for a roundtable discussion on a timely trade topic.  This quarterly event allows business leaders to share their 
thoughts on current trade issues.
 
2020 AUSA Global Force Symposium and Exposition
March 17-19 | Huntsville
The Association of the United States Army (AUSA) will return to Huntsville for the 2020 AUSA Institute of Land Warfare Global Force 
Symposium and Exposition (formerly the Winter Symposium).
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Governor’s Trade Excellence Awards Program
March 18 | Montgomery
Governor Kay Ivey will recognize eight Alabama companies for their excellence in international trade, followed by a luncheon hosted 
by the Export Alabama Alliance. This prestigious ceremony was created in 2005 to gain greater exposure for Alabama companies that 
are successfully doing business overseas.
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
NAITA World Trade Day Celebration
April | Huntsville
World Trade Week is an annual national celebration recognizing the importance of international trade to the U.S. economy. The North 
Alabama International Trade Association (NAITA) and the Madison County Commission co-sponsor the World Trade Day Celebration 
Luncheon in Huntsville. The Madison County Commission annually proclaims World Trade Day (WTD) locally to recognize global 
trade’s significance to Huntsville/Madison County, Alabama, and NAITA presents its Global Trade Award.
 
Alabama Trade Mission to Vietnam and Hong Kong (TradeWinds 2020 Indo-Pacific) POSTPONED
April 17-25| Vietnam & Hong Kong
The Alabama Department of Commerce and the Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce, in coordination with the U.S. and Foreign 
Commercial Service, are organizing a multi-sector trade mission to the Vietnam and Hong Kong, coinciding with the Trade Winds 
2020 Conference. Trade Winds Indo-Pacific will allow companies to network with key industry contacts, gain first-hand market insight 
and solidify an Indo-Pacific business strategy during the U.S. Commercial Service Trade Winds Forum and Mission in Hong Kong.  
Additional mission stops include Japan, Korea, and Thailand. Companies may schedule individual meetings with U.S. Economic 
Diplomats and customize a business matchmaking schedule to meet one-on-one with pre-screened buyers, agents, distributors, and 
joint-venture partners.
 
Huntsville/Madison County Chamber Trip to Washington, DC
April | Washington, DC
NAITA will partner with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce to present briefings from the U.S. Chamber’s International Division and U.S. 
government agencies. Briefings to include Chamber’s Global Trade Agenda, including updates on ExIm Bank, free trade agreements 
and trade policy, export control reform, and an overview of trade resources within the Chamber, as well as other key U.S. government 
trade resources.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NAITA Trade Compliance Roundtable
May | Huntsville
Join NAITA members for a roundtable discussion on a timely trade topic.  This quarterly event allows business leaders to share their 
thoughts on current trade issues.
 
National DEC Conference
May 19-20 | Alexandria, Virginia
The National District Export Council (NADEC) Annual Export Conference brings together the distinguished speakers, business 
leaders, high ranking U.S. and foreign government officers, exporters, service providers, and trade promotion agencies to discuss the 
latest news and updates on the Trade Policy, Export Market Opportunities, and Challenges on focused sectors and regions.
 
 
 
 
 
 
NAITA’s Export Launch Initiative (ELI) Kick-Off
June TBD | Huntsville 
The North Alabama International Trade Association (NAITA), in partnership with the Export Alabama Alliance and the HudsonAlpha 
Institute for Biotechnology, presents the NAITA Export Launch Initiative, a program designed to increase the number of North 
Alabama companies that export. This initiative focuses on the growing global biotech sector, providing education and mentorship for 
North Alabama biotech companies in developing proactive export plans.
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SelectUSA Investment Summit
June 1-3 | Washington, DC
The 2020 Investment Summit will build on the success of 2019, including a return of the SelectUSA Tech program, Industry Row, and 
the dynamic mobile networking app. Topics ranging from infrastructure to workforce development will once again feature prominent 
industry experts and government officials.
 
12th Annual National Cyber Security Summit-Cyber HSV
June 2-4 | Huntsville
The National Cyber Summit is the preeminent event for cyber training, education and workforce development aimed at protecting our 
nation’s infrastructure from the ever-evolving cyber threat. Held in Huntsville, Alabama, one of the nation's largest technological hubs, 
the Summit attracts both government and commercial participants.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Southeast U.S.-Canadian Provinces (SEUS-CP) Annual Meeting and Business Matchmaking
July 19-21 | Halifax, Nova Scotia
Nova Scotia will host this prestigious conference in their capital of Halifax.  Provincial and State leaders from thirteen jurisdictions 
across Canada and the US will meet to discuss opportunities for enhanced trade and economic cooperation at the annual meeting of 
the SEUS/Canadian Provinces Alliance. This event focuses on one-to-one matchmaking appointments for businesses.
 
Farnborough Air Show
July 20-24 | London, England
The state of Alabama will be showcased at the Farnborough International Air Show, a global showcase for the aerospace industry. 
The show provides an opportunity for manufacturers to demonstrate their aircraft and engines to prospective customers, while for 
suppliers to the industry, having a presence at the show allows them to showcase their products and services to a targeted audience.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NAITA Booth at Space & Missile Defense Symposium, Von Braun Center
August 4-6 | Huntsville
The SMD Symposium is the leading educational, professional development, and networking event in the space and missile defense 
community. The symposium is widely attended by leaders and professionals from the U.S. and our allies around the world. SMDS is 
an ideal forum for conducting business face-to-face.
 
NAITA Trade Compliance Roundtable
August | Huntsville
NAITA will hold its quarterly roundtable discussion to address export control issues. This program provides a networking forum for 
company officials charged with this responsibility.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alabama Trade and Business Development Mission to Russia
September 12-19  | Moscow & St. Petersburg
The Alabama Department of Commerce in coordination with the U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service, will organize a multi-sector 
trade mission to Russia.
 
NAITA Conversation on Trade 
September | Huntsville 
Join NAITA members for a roundtable discussion on a timely trade topic.  This quarterly event allows business leaders to share their 
thoughts on current trade issues. 
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NAITA/USASAC Industry Day 
September | Huntsville 
Join NAITA and members from the U.S. Army Security Assistance Enterprise to examine several key areas critical to the 
successful execution of security assistance programs. Central to this discussion is the role the U.S. Army Security Assistance 
Command (USASAC) plays. USASAC implements approved U.S. Army Security Assistance programs, including Foreign Military 
Sales (FMS) of defense articles and services to eligible foreign governments.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wernher von Braun Memorial Symposium 
October | Huntsville
The Wernher von Braun Memorial Symposium is an annual event that features panel discussions and guest speakers reflecting 
government, industry, academia, business and international perspectives on space exploration.
 
Southeast U.S./Japan & Japan-SEUS 47th Annual Joint Meeting 
October 8-10 | Tokyo, Japan
The Alabama Department of Commerce will lead a statewide delegation to this annual event. The SEUS/Japan Association is 
comprised of the states of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. The conference 
focuses on topics of economic development and brings together over 200 delegates from the southeastern states and Japan.
 
9th Annual Alabama Global Supply Chain & Logistics Summit
October | Birmingham
The Alabama Department of Commerce and the Export Alabama Alliance will hold this annual event to provide business owners 
with an in-depth look at core processes and common supply chain challenges. Topics covered by national industry experts and 
local and state industry leaders will focus on global supply chain trends and navigating through the rapidly changing world of supply 
chain to help attendees improve company efficiency and increase their bottom line.
 
NAITA Global Strategies Forum
October | Huntsville
NAITA will expand on its Export Control Update with the Global Strategies Forum 2020. Topics to be addressed include Imports 
(Customs valuation, tariffs, anti-dumping), Exports (ITAR, EAR, Anti-boycott), Sanctions, Foreign Investment, and Global Anti-
Corruption plus Special Regulatory Issues.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Southeast BIO
November 
Southeast BIO (SEBIO) is a regional non-profit organization that fosters the growth of the life sciences industry in the Southeastern 
United States through efforts that promote entrepreneurship and bring together the key players active in the development of the 
sector. SEBIO's geographic footprint includes Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NAITA Trade Compliance Roundtable and Holiday Party
December | Huntsville
NAITA will hold its quarterly roundtable discussion including informative updates and engaging discussion on export controls and 
compliance. The annual holiday party will follow the roundtable.
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER
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$20.7 Billion
Total dollar value of Alabama exports shipped in 2019.

#24
Ranking for Alabama in the nation for dollar value of 
exports in 2019.

194
Number of countries Alabama companies sold products 
in during 2019.

$12.3 Billion

Dollar amount of the top five products shipped by 
Alabama companies in 2019 that included 
transportation equipment, chemicals, minerals and 
ores, metal manufacturing & paper.

Dollar amount of the top five export markets that bought 
Alabama products that included Canada, Germany, 
Mexico, China and Japan.

$16.2 Billion
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Track & Trace Alabama Exports 
in 2019
 



 
 

Exports of Alabama-made autos, aerospace 
parts rise in tough trade year

 February 18, 2020  
Words by Jerry Underwood 
 
MONTGOMERY, Alabama – Despite ongoing disruptions in global trade relationships, Alabama’s exports of goods and services 
totaled $20.7 billion in 2019 as overseas shipments of motor vehicles, auto parts and aerospace products continued to show 
strength. 
 
The value of Alabama exports last year declined 3 percent from 2018’s total and fell just 4.6 percent shy of the state’s all-time record 
of $21.7 billion, set in 2017, according to new trade �gures from the U.S. Department of Commerce. 
Still, Alabama exports have climbed 7 percent from 2015 and nearly 68 percent from 2009. 
 
“Although Alabama exports have shown impressive annual increases and, in a few cases, slight decreases, there has been an overall 
upward trend in recent years,” Governor Kay Ivey said. 
 
“This highlights the fact that companies across Alabama continue to provide top-quality goods and services that are sought by 
customers worldwide.” 
Re�ecting that global appeal, Alabama business exported goods and services to 194 countries in 2019. 
 

The Top 5 destinations were: 
 
• Canada — $3.87 billion (down 5.5 percent) 
• Germany — $3.14 billion (a 23 percent increase) 
• Mexico — $2.25 billion (a 13.5 percent decline) 
• China — $2.24 billion (down 26 percent) 
• Japan — $796.1 million (a 4 percent dip) 

Transportation equipment is 
Alabama's No. 1 export category, 
accounting for nearly half of all 
overseas shipments. (Image: 
Mercedes-Benz)
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Exports to Germany were boosted by a 45-percent increase in motor vehicles shipments to total nearly $2.3 billion in 2019, while 
China bought signi�cantly less Alabama-made transportation equipment, �gures show. 
 
“Already a hub for industry and innovation, Alabama has established a reputation as a successful exporter of products and services,” 
said Greg Can�eld, secretary of the Alabama Department of Commerce. 
 
“In spite of headwinds a�ecting global trade, Alabama is poised to take advantage of new opportunities around the world, which will 
in turn create more and better-paying jobs here at home,” he added. 
 
TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 
 
Transportation equipment remained Alabama’s largest export category by far in 2019, rising 2.5 percent to nearly $10.3 billion – 
almost half of the state’s total overseas shipments. 
 
Motor vehicles represent the largest portion of exports in this category, totaling $6.7 billion in 2019, up 4 percent over the year. 
Alabama-made vehicles were shipped to 84 foreign countries last year, with Germany, Canada and China the leading destinations, 
�gures show. 
 
Alabama ranked as the nation’s fourth largest auto-exporting state in 2019, after California recorded a surge in exports. Michigan and 
South Carolina were the top auto-exporting states in 2019. 
 
Aerospace products and parts also represent a signi�cant portion of the transportation equipment category, and exports of these 
items approached $2.5 billion in 2019, an increase of nearly 5 percent from the previous year. 
Alabama-made exports of aerospace products have jumped more than 60 percent since 2016. 
 
‘ECONOMIC ENGINE’ 
 
The other leading Alabama export sectors in 2019 included chemicals ($2.26 billion), mining ($1.4 billion), forestry products ($1.36 
billion) and primary metals ($1.2 billion), according to �gures from the O�ice of International Trade at the Alabama Department of 
Commerce. 
 
“Alabama companies that sell in the global markets continue to keep the state’s economic engine strong,” said Hilda Lockhart, 
director of the O�ice of International Trade. 
 
“We know they face daunting barriers and as part of the Export Alabama Alliance, we will continue to help them build relationships 
around the world through our trade missions and export activities,” she added. 
 
Alabama ranked No. 24 among the states in export volume in 2019, same as the previous year. 
 
Alabama’s decline of 3.12 percent last year compared similarly to other Southeastern states but was higher than the overall U.S. drop 
of 1.25 percent last year. 
 

At $8.1 billion, Alabama exports to the 20 Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) countries accounted for over 39% of all Alabama exports.

Together, Mexico (47.5%) and Canada (27.6%) 
make up more than 75% of Alabama exports to 
all FTA countries.

Among FTA countries, strong increases were seen from 2018 to 2019 in 
exports to Chile (45.6%), Jordan (213.7%), Panama (84.7%) and 
Nicaragua (48.5%).

13



March 27, 2019 
Words by Dawn Azok
 
 
MONTGOMERY, Alabama — Gov. Kay Ivey today announced the winners of the 2019 Governor’s Trade Excellence Awards, which 
recognize companies that fuel Alabama’s robust export business and sell their innovative designs and products in markets 
worldwide.
 
This year’s eight honorees include key players in the critical transportation industry, which has sparked new jobs and investments in 
communities across the state.
 
“Our winners this year range in size from the small business to the large corporation, and also hail from different parts of Alabama. 
They each represent the type of company that makes us strong as a state,” Governor Ivey said.
“We also see a concentration of firms in the aerospace and automotive industries, which underscores the importance of these 
industries to our economy.”

Awards and Accolades

Winners include (l/r) Eric Smith, Trinity Highway Products; Greg Guzman, Aerostar; Kurt Lammon, Polyvance;  Ken Speaks, 
RMCI, Inc.; Governor Kay Ivey; Secretary of Commerce Greg Canfield; Regina Coleman & Ray Guess, Zorn Molds; (back 
row) Rick Tucker, Port of Huntsville; Brian DeCamp, GKN Aerospace; Drew Deaton, Help Lightning.

 
Top Stories 2019

Governor Recognizes Eight Exporters For Excellence in Trade
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The 2019 Governor’s Trade Excellence Awards were presented today at a ceremony in the Old House Chamber at the State Capitol. 
Winners are: 
 
AEROSTAR: The Mobile-based company provides component maintenance on civilian aircraft, with a customer base that covers 
Asia, Europe, Africa and the Americas. Established in 2011 with two employees and a 6,000-square-foot facility, Aerostar has grown 
to 35 employees and more than 25,000 square feet, with space to grow its workforce to 60. The company is targeting Europe, the 
Middle East, Africa and the Paci�c Rim to capitalize on projected air tra�ic growth in those regions. 
 
GKN AEROSPACE - ALABAMA: The Tallassee facility is part of GKN Aerospace, a global �rst-tier supplier of airframe and engine 
structures, components, assemblies and engineering services to aircraft prime contractors. More than 800 employees produce 
composite aerostructures for major aerospace industry partners, including Bell Helicopter Textron, Sikorsky, HondaJet, Airbus, 
Lockheed Martin, Boeing and GE Aviation. 
 
HELP LIGHTNING: The Birmingham company delivers patented, mobile augmented reality and virtual interactive presence 
technologies. Through Help Lightning’s services, experts in the technical, health care, manufacturing and service �elds can show a 
resolution, not just describe it. The company is reimagining how businesses, customers and employees give and receive help. 
 
POLYVANCE: Rainsville’s Polyvance repairs damaged plastic automotive bumpers and also provides a range of related products. In 
2006, the company was the �rst in the industry to commercialize nitrogen plastic welding for the repair of thermoplastic parts, and 
the technology is now a recognized standard for the sector. Export sales have long been a priority for Polyvance, accounting for 
about 10 percent of total sales, with expansions under way in both Latin America and Asia. 
 
PORT OF HUNTSVILLE: Known o�icially as the Huntsville-Madison County Airport Authority, the Port of Huntsville incorporates 
Huntsville International Airport (HSV), International Intermodal Center and Jetplex Industrial Park. It is an inland port facility and has 
the only scheduled international cargo �ights in the state, with roundtrip cargo �ights to Europe and Mexico, inbound �ights from 
China and outbound �ights to Brazil. HSV ranks 18th among continental U.S. airports in international air cargo volume. The 
International Intermodal Center ships and receives ocean containers, by rail, to and from both East and West Coast seaports. 
 
RMCI INC.: RMCI of Huntsville designed and created a system that is installed on aircraft to detect emerging faults and prevent 
mechanical failure. This health and usage monitoring system has the ability to track the mechanical health of the aircraft, and the 
company has experience analyzing data from more than 3,000 helicopters. RMCI aggressively pursues global markets with travel to 
Colombia, New Zealand, Morocco, Spain, France, Mexico, the United Kingdom, Canada, Singapore, the Netherlands, and Malaysia. 
 
TRINITY HIGHWAY PRODUCTS: This company has been leading the way for innovation in crash cushion impact protection for 
highway and work zone safety since 1969. It �rst began operations in California in 1969, but the manufacturing plant was relocated 
to Pell City in 1985. The Alabama plant manufactures and ships proprietary products to all 50 states and 70 countries. Trinity’s 
international business is directed by sales o�ices in the U.S., Colombia, Singapore, Sweden and the United Kingdom. With a 
network of distributors spanning over 70 countries, Trinity’s footprint reaches markets in every corner of the world. 
 
ZORN MOLDS INC..: This Tra�ord company designs and manufactures several types of high-quality CNC machined molds and parts, 
including �shing lure molds, soft plastic molds, blister pack molds, investment casting molds, Styrofoam molds and general CNC 
machined parts. The business, which started more than 25 years ago serving the �shing lure industry, has diversi�ed to grow into 
other sectors. 
 
CUTTING-EDGE COMPANIES 
 
“These companies are on the cutting edge in their industries, both in the U.S. and globally.”  
The value of Alabama exports topped $21 billion last year as shipments reached 191 countries, according to data released by the 
Alabama Department of Commerce earlier this month. The total, which came during a year marked by global trade tensions, is just 2 
percent shy of the record $21.8 billion in exports set in 2017. 
 
“We are proud to recognize this year’s Governor’s Trade Excellence Award winners,” Alabama Commerce Secretary Greg Can�eld 
said. “Their success comes as a result of the hard work and ingenuity of our businesspeople, as well as the commitment and 
cooperation that exist among our federal, state and local entities that work together to help Alabama companies increase their 
exports. 
 
“These companies are on the cutting edge in their industries, both in the U.S. and globally,” he added. 
Hilda Lockhart, director of the International Trade O�ice at the Alabama Department of Commerce, said the companies and 
organizations claiming the 2019 Trade Excellence Awards have shown a remarkable commitment to be the best in their �eld, not 
only domestically but also internationally. 
 
 

Top Stories 2019
Awards & Accolades

15



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Washington, D.C. – The Alabama International Trade Center (AITC) at the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, has been 
named Member of the Year of the Regional Export Promotion Program (REPP) of the Export-Import Bank of the United States 
(EXIM).
 
The AITC will receive the REPP member award at EXIM’s 2019 Annual Conference being held at the Omni Shoreham Hotel in 
Washington, D.C. The awards will be presented at the luncheon today. The AITC is one of two recipients of the REPP member 
award; the Mississippi Development Authority also will be recognized.
 
As a member of EXIM’s Regional Export Promotion Program (REPP), the AITC works to promote EXIM’s export financing products, 
as well as the products of the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), throughout the state. In fiscal year 2018, the AITC 
facilitated approximately $1.6 million dollars in EXIM authorizations in Alabama.  
 
“The Alabama International Trade Center is a valued partner with EXIM in bringing export finance to Alabama’s small and medium-
sized businesses in their local communities. We recognize the AITC’s impressive performance in 2018 and look forward to 
continuing our collaboration to provide Alabama exporters with the resources that they need to succeed internationally,” said EXIM 
Senior Vice President of Small Business James Burrows.
 
“The EXIM working capital and export credit insurance products are lifelines for Alabama exporters. Working with EXIM has helped 
the AITC deliver financing solutions for small businesses to enter and compete in overseas markets,” said AITC Director Brian 
Davis.
 
The AITC is an institutional member of the Alabama Small Business Development Center Network, a statewide network of 10 
management and technical assistance centers. The network operates as a federal-s
state partnership program between the University of Alabama and the SBA.
 
The trade center is also a founding member of the Export Alabama Trade Alliance, a statewide export promotion network led by 
the International Trade Division of the Alabama Department of Commerce. For more information, please visit aitc.ua.edu. 
 
ABOUT EXIM BANK: 
EXIM Bank an independent federal agency that provides competitive and necessary export credit to overseas purchasers of U.S. 
exports to promote and support American jobs. A robust and fully functioning EXIM Bank can assist the United States in leveling 
the global playing field for U.S. exporters when they compete against foreign companies that receive the support of their national 
export credit agencies. EXIM also contributes to U.S. economic growth and the support of more than a million jobs through the 
support of thousands of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) around the country. Since 2000, EXIM Bank has provided 
$14.6 billion to the U.S. Treasury after paying for all of its administrative and program expenses. 
 
 
 

“The eight companies range from large to small, but the common theme is the growth they have shown by selling abroad, the 
tenacity to stay innovative and the agility to incorporate whatever changes are necessary to deliver a �rst-class product to the 
buyer,” she said. 
 
“We are especially pleased to recognize the Port of Huntsville this year,” Lockhart continued. “Without this �rst-class multi-modal 
transportation operation, many of Alabama’s products would not be shipped from our state. This facility is certainly a critical part 
of our state’s international infrastructure.”

Alabama International Trade Center is EXIM Regional Export 
Promotion Program Member of the Year
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By Nedra Bloom. December 18, 2019 
 
 
The Alabama State Port Authority and its partner, APM Terminals, won honors this month from the Journal of Commerce for 
performance improvements.  
 
The Port was ranked most improved overall for 2017-2018 and APM Terminals ranked second for most improved terminal. 
 
Only the top three ports and terminals are honored each year by the Journal of Commerce, a world trade publication that has been 
covering shipping news for nearly 200 years. 
 
“Since its opening in 2008. Alabama’s container terminal at the Port of Mobile has been recognized for overall containerized cargo 
growth amongst North American Ports,” port o�icials said in announcing the honors, “including fastest growth port in 2016, top �ve 
fastest growth ports in 2017 and fastest grown import port in 2018.” 
 
“We’re extremely pleased to see volume and carrier growth at Alabama’s only seaport, and it’s gratifying to be recognized by our 
industry peers,” said Port Director and CEO James K. Lyons. “Our terminal investments, the state’s commitment to harbor 
modernization, and added ocean carrier services for crucial trade lanes ensure Alabama shippers receive e�icient and cost-
competitive service out of the Port of Mobile.” 
 
Rick Clark, deputy director of the port, and Wim Lagaay, president and CEO of APM Terminals, accepted the awards at a 
conference in Newark, New Jersey.

Port, APM Terminals Honored for Productivity Achievements

The Port of Mobile, Alabama’s only deepwater port, moves around 54 million tons of cargo per year. It's a key 
component of the state's logistics infrastructure. (Image: APM Terminals) 
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iCubate® receives the 2019 NAITA Global Trade Award

HUNTSVILLE, AL, April 19, 2019 – The North Alabama International Trade Association announced Thursday that Huntsville molecular 
diagnostic �rm iCubate® received the 2019 NAITA Global Trade Award at NAITA’s 36th Annual World Trade Day Luncheon. 
 
With international sales leading the way to increased market opportunities, iCubate® provides rapid, accurate and a�ordable 
syndromic testing for infectious diseases to clinical laboratories of all sizes, ensuring that care providers across the globe have the 
right tools to improve treatment and outcomes for their patients. iCubate®, an associate company at HudsonAlpha Institute for 
Biotechnology, was founded in 2009 by Jian Han, MD, PhD, who is also a faculty investigator for HudsonAlpha. Dr. Han developed 
novel technology for infectious disease detection and worked to recruit talent within north Alabama to develop and commercialize 
products that would bene�t people around the world. From the whiteboard concept and technology development through FDA 
clearance and now in the early commercialization stage of products for bloodstream infection detection, iCubate® is positioned for 
global success. 
 
In 2016, iCubate® was introduced to a publicly traded, China-based, global health care company at an international conference in 
San Francisco. Over the next two years, the companies explored the possibilities of working together. Last year, the two companies 
established a joint venture which will introduce iCubate®’s molecular diagnostic product line into China, the world’s largest patient 
market. The entire iCubate®team was involved in completing this deal, which further solidi�ed this already cohesive and 
committed group. After many months of negotiations, iCubate®’s dedicated, talented team, albeit small, worked with this company 
of 1500 employees to form an alliance that will make both companies stronger and will deliver products to bene�t countless 
people in China. Moving forward, this joint venture is not only valuable to iCubate®today, but it also provides a model for 
corporate success in other countries. 
 
Since 2016, iCubate®’s sales �gures have grown considerably, with a signi�cant percentage of their current sales bound for 
international markets. The company continues to build on the ongoing work in Asia, while also working to leverage the company’s 
CE Mark in Europe and exploring opportunities in India and the Middle East. 
 
“NAITA and the Export Alabama Alliance have been true partners and provided iCubate® assistance on multiple fronts as we have 
moved forward into global markets,” said Carter Wells, CEO of iCubate®. “NAITA has helped remove barriers to international 
success by providing direction for assessing markets, making logistics more e�icient, and understanding foreign laws and business 
customs to name only a few. It’s an honor for iCubate® to receive NAITA’s Global Trade Award.” 
 
The Global Trade Award was presented by Jennifer Ashcraft, Director of HR & Training with LINE-X®, the 2018 Global Trade Award 
Recipient, and accepted by Carter Wells, CEO of iCubate®, during the 36th Annual NAITA World Trade Day Luncheon at the 
Huntsville Botanical Garden 
 
About NAITA 
The North Alabama International Trade Association (NAITA) is a business-driven organization committed to increasing knowledge, 
interest, and activity in international trade in North Alabama for 36 years. NAITA’s mission is to provide international trade 
advocacy, training, and networking to promote economic growth in North Alabama. Further information on NAITA is available at 
naita.org. 
 
About iCubate® 
iCubate® is a molecular diagnostic company committed to providing rapid syndromic testing for infectious diseases leading to 
better care, sooner. The iCubate System is an all-in-one, easy to use multiplex PCR molecular diagnostics platform that detects and 
identi�es bacterial and viral pathogens as well as antibiotic resistance markers for actionable results when clinicians need them. 
iCubate has created solutions for the detection of bloodstream infection through the iCubate platform and assays detecting gram-
positive cocci (iC-GPC Assay™) and gram-negative rods (iC-GN Assay™). These assays provide identi�cation of the most common 
bloodstream pathogens and clinically relevant antibiotic resistance markers to help guide antimicrobial therapy. The iC-GPC 
Assay™ has been cleared for clinical laboratory use by the U.S. FDA and the iC-GN Assay™ is currently under regulatory review. To 
learn more about iCubate, visit iCubate.com. 
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Alabama's bio delegation meets the National Institute for Bioprocessing Research and Training (NIBRT) during their 
time in Dublin, Ireland.

DUBLIN, Ireland – Business leaders and trade specialists from across Alabama are getting an up-close look at the bioscience sector in 
Ireland and the United Kingdom during a trade mission that seeks to spark new opportunities for nearly a dozen Alabama �rms. 
 
The Alabama delegation began its mission in Dublin today with a brie�ng from the U.S. Commercial Service and a visit to the National 
Institute for Cellular Biotechnology, a leading research center. 
 
Over the next �ve days, the group will connect with representatives from bioscience companies and organizations in one-on-one 
meetings and networking events in Dublin and London. 
 
“We believe that international collaboration is a major driver of growth for the bioscience sector,” said Hilda Lockhart, director of the 
International Trade O�ice at the Alabama Department of Commerce, who is leading the mission. 
 
 “Including Alabama companies in this industry sector on the mission allows them to speak directly with potential international 
partners that may be involved in research, medical labs, innovative startups and collaboration in their speci�c areas of focus,” she 
added. 
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BUILDING BRIDGES 
 
Arnar Thors, founder and CEO of AerBetic Inc., said 
making contacts in the life sciences communities in 
Ireland and the U.K. can help him advance the goals of the 
Birmingham-based startup. AerBetic is developing a 
wearable diabetes alert device that garnered attention at 
this year’s CES event. 
 
“This mission will enable us to build some bridges to the 
bioscience and investment communities in the U.K. and 
Ireland, which we’re con�dent will help in our mission to 
bring AerBetic to those markets and the world,” Thors 
said. 
 
Other Alabama �rms on the mission are: 
• ADT Pharmaceuticals LLC is working on novel cancer 
drugs, and PDEi Phamaceuticals LLC is targeting new 
treatments for erectile dysfunction and pulmonary arterial 
hypertension. Both companies are represented by Dr. Gary 
A. Piazza of the Mitchell Cancer Institute at the University 
of South Alabama. 
• BioGX of Birmingham develops and manufactures 
molecular biology reagents. 
• Auburn’s Cytoviva Inc. provides products and services 
to help researchers solve critical problems down to the 
nanoscale with enhanced dark�eld optical microscopy 
and hyperspectral imaging technology. 
• GeneCapture of Huntsville is developing a rapid 
infection detection instrument that can screen a human 
sample for 200 pathogens in less than an hour. 
• The HudsonAlpha Institute of Biotechnology is a 
world-renown genomics research center and 
entrepreneurial hub in Huntsville. 
• Swift Biotechnology is developing an early stage, 
proteomic-based test for ovarian cancer based on 
technology from USA’s Mitchell Cancer Institute. 
• Huntsville’s Synvivo Inc.’s 3D tissue-organ on chip 
models enable real-time study of cell and drug 
interactions and accelerate discovery by providing a 
biologically realistic platform. 
• Birmingham-based TriAltus Bioscience provides 
scientists with innovative tools for the expression and 
puri�cation of genetically engineered proteins. 
BioAlabama, a trade group for Alabama’s bioscience 
industry, is also represented on the mission. 
 
“This trade mission will give promising bioscience startups 
and established research organizations in Alabama an 
opportunity to learn �rst-hand about developments within 
the sector in Ireland and the U.K., while also connecting 
them with researchers and business leaders who can 
become partners or collaborators down the road,” said 
Peggy Sammon, CEO of Gene Capture and chair of 
BioAlabama. 
 
 

“Making these connections will serve to add even more vitality to 
Alabama’s already vibrant bioscience sector,” she added. 
 
While in Dublin, the Alabama group will visit the National 
Institute for Bioprocessing Research and Training. In London, 
they will travel to the Babraham Institute, a world-class research 
center, then on to the Cambridge Biomedical Campus, and One 
Nucleus, an organization focusing on life sciences and health 
care. 
 
In these locations, representatives of the Alabama companies on 
the mission will participate in one-on-one appointments with 
potential in-market partners as part of a coordinated business 
matchmaking program.

Alabama delegates suited up to tour bio center.
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September 20, 2019  
Words by Jerry Underwood 
 
A team of Alabama business leaders is visiting the United Arab Emirates to explore new markets and forge key partnerships in this 
important gateway for commerce across the Middle East and North Africa. 
 
Last year, the UAE was Alabama’s 19th largest export market, with $186 million in products shipped there. With $11 million in state 
imports from the country, total two-way trade reached $197 million. 
 
Top Alabama exports to the UAE include defense equipment, vehicles and industrial machinery, along with aircraft and parts. 
 
Alabama Secretary of Commerce Greg Can�eld is leading the state trade mission delegation this coming week in meetings with 
business organizations and government o�icials in Dubai and Abu Dhabi. 
 
Secretary Can�eld also has meetings with industry leaders in the aviation and defense sectors. 
“We are excited that we are taking the Made in Alabama brand to the UAE,” he said. “We expect to bring home a better 
understanding of this market, and more importantly, we expect our companies to expand their global footprints into the UAE.” 
 
‘REGIONAL HUB’ 
 
The UAE is a small market of 9 million people, with expatriates comprising about 85 percent of that total. But the country does play a 
major role in gathering imports from the U.S. and then re-exporting to the region, said Hilda Lockhart, director of the International 
Trade O�ice at the Alabama Department of Commerce. 
 
“We are interested in looking at the logistics that are in place and learning more about this,” she said. 
Members of the delegation will be meeting with organizations including the Dubai Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Jebel Ali Free 
Zone, Dubai Expo 2020, Dubai Future Foundation and the Accelerator Lab in Dubai. 
 

Alabama Businesses Travel to the United Arab of Emirates on 
Multi-Industry Trade Mission

Secretary Greg Canfield (center) Christina Stimpson, Mobile Chamber and Hilda Lockhart, Alabama Department of 
Commerce meet with the UAE Minister of Economy while in Dubai.
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The U.S-UAE Business Council worked to 
facilitate appointments during the trade 
mission, as well as a reception in Abu 
Dhabi. 
 
Lockhart said the meetings are aimed at 
educating everyone about the UAE’s 
position as a regional hub for doing 
business in the MENA (Middle East and 
North Africa) region. 
 
“The UAE represents a market that is 
stable, particularly in these days of 
regional con�icts,” she said. “The country 
is diversifying its dependence on oil by 
developing new industrial and 
commercial sectors, and their 
aggressiveness is visible as they are 
already an international manufacturer of 
aluminum. 
 
“In addition, they are stepping up with 
new ventures in aviation and defense.” 
 

TARGETING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
For Fluid Solutions, a global supplier of mechanical �uid pumping systems and related accessories, this trade mission is an 
opportunity to build on the company’s growing international business, said David Gonzalez, new business development manager 
and a member of the Alabama delegation. 
 
The Birmingham-based company o�ers complete systems with full integration by bridging the gap from design to implementation. 
Its global supply and service capabilities allow it to competitively represent several U.S. manufacturers and o�er multi-national 
customers a consistent buying and commissioning experience in markets around the world. 
 
“To date, we’ve been in over 125 countries and counting. Much of our work in the region has been with U.S. governmental entities 
such as the Department of State or Department of Defense,” Gonzalez said. 
 
“However, our goal for this trade mission will be to leverage that experience and our new o�ice in Ankara, Turkey, to open broader 
possibilities to the UAE and Eurasian market at large.” 
 
The UAE occupies a strategic position for companies across the U.S. that are looking to do business in the region. Made up of seven 
emirates – including Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah, Ajman, Umm Al-Qaiwain, Fujairah and Ras Al-Khaimah – it has developed into the 
second-largest economy in the Arab world. 
 
Home to substantial petroleum reserves, the UAE has pursued free market, trade liberalizing policies to diversify its economy away 
from a dependence on fossil fuel.  Two-way trade between the U.S. and the UAE reached $24.6 billion last year. 
 

Secretary Canfield along with Christina Stimpson  & Kayley Shepard, Mobile Area 
Chamber of Commerce, meet with representatives from Aker during Alabama reception 
in Abu Dhabi.
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Other members of the Alabama delegation include representatives from: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other organizations supporting the trip are the Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce, U.S. Department of Commerce – U.S. 
Commercial Service, Alabama International Trade Center, Alabama District Export Council and Export Alabama Alliance.

Alabama Roll Products Inc. (Theodore) 
American Wind Inc. (Huntsville)
Atlas RFID Solutions (Birmingham)
Fluid Solutions LLC (Birmingham)

Invictus Aerospace Group (Huntsville)
Irrigation Components (Daphne)
Mid-America Engine (Warrior)
SEPCO Inc. (Alabaster) 
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Alabama Delegation Travels to Montreal for Southeast U.S.
Canada Alliance Conference

Commerce Secretary Greg Can�eld will lead an Alabama delegation to Montréal for the 12th edition of the Southeastern United 
States-Canadian Provinces Alliance Conference, an annual gathering that showcases common economic ties and a strong trade 
relationship. 
 
SEUS-CP, as the conference is known, runs Sunday through Tuesday in the Québec’s largest city. The event, whose theme this year 
is “Prosperity Through Smart Mobility,” includes networking opportunities, business-to-business meetings and high-level panel 
discussions. 
 
Secretary Can�eld said the SEUS-CP conference provides a platform to identify new areas of common ground to form new 
partnerships, fuel investments and create jobs in Southeastern and Canadian communities. 
“Through this annual event we continue to successfully strengthen our state’s trade and investment relationship with Canada by 
developing and renewing relationships with our counterparts in the six provinces,” he said.  
The 12th edition of the SEUS-CP conference will be held in Montréal, Canada's cultural capital and an important economic hub.  
 
“One of the successes comes from the opportunity for business and industry leaders from each member state and province to 
participate in the exchange of ideas and development of new business partnerships.” 
 
ECONOMIC BONDS 
 
Canada is a Top 5 foreign investor in Alabama, as well as a major trade partner, �gures from the Alabama Department of 
Commerce show. 
 
Since 2014, Canadian companies have poured more than $1 billion in new capital investment into Alabama, creating more than 
1,800 jobs. Last year alone, Canadian companies invested $67 million in Alabama projects that sparked the creation of 222 jobs, 
�gures show. 
 
Meanwhile, two-way trade between Alabama and Canada is brisk. Alabama companies exported just over $4 billion in goods such 
as motor vehicles, industrial machinery, steel and aircraft parts to Canada in 2018. In return, Canadian companies sent $3.1 billion in 
goods to Alabama. 
“The state of Alabama values its ties with Canada and views the U.S.-Canada relationship as truly special. We are linked together in 
so many ways and are more than buyers and sellers of one another’s products,” Secretary Can�eld said. 
 
“In this day and time, it is critical that the SEUS-CP alliance continues to ful�ll its mission to develop common strategic goals and 
open the door for trade between the member provinces and states,” he added. 
Economic ties with Canada �gure prominently in the overall SEUS region, which along with Alabama includes Georgia, Mississippi, 
Tennessee, North Carolina and South Carolina. 
 

May 31, 2019
Words by Jerry Underwood
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CONFERENCE GOALS 
 
Alabama companies and organizations included in the delegation for SEUS-CP are Auburn’s Archangel Systems, a maker of aircraft 
avionics; Mobile’s Page & Jones Inc., a shipping logistics �rm; and Birmingham’s Regions Bank. 
Bill Dillard, director of sales and marketing at Archangel, said SEUS-CP represents an important event for his company, thanks to 
the high-caliber delegates present from both Canada and the Southeastern states. 
 
Dillard said Archangel is seeking to expand its brand in the Canadian aerospace sector, develop relationships with representatives 
of U.S. companies at the conference, and conduct a scheduled o�-site meeting with a major avionics manufacturer. 
 
“The �exibility of the SEUS-CP itinerary makes that possible,” he said. “It’s hard to believe we get all of that done in just two days.” 
 
Corey James, director of operations at Innovation PortAL, a Mobile entrepreneurial hub, said SEUS-CP will provide him with the 
opportunity to gain new insights on best practices and to make valuable connections. 
 
“I’m thrilled for this opportunity, and I’m also greatly looking forward to remaining in Montréal for the global summit on smart 
mobility, Movin’On,” James said. 
 
“My hope is to walk away from this visit with a better understanding of opportunities for smart mobility in south Alabama and to 
form relationships that are fruitful for Innovation PortAL clients and mentors.” 
 
WORKING TOGETHER 
 
Joining Secretary Can�eld in the delegation are Ed Castile, director of AIDT and deputy secretary of the Alabama Department of 
Commerce, and trade o�icials from across the state, including Hilda Lockhart, director of Commerce’s O�ice of International Trade. 
 
Lockhart said companies involved in this year conference have the opportunity to meet with Canadian and Southeastern 
counterparts in the smart mobility sector, which involves novel information technologies and advances in transportation modes and 
systems. 
 
“The SEUS-CP conference is unique in that it includes a robust business-to-business matchmaking program that encourages trade 
and business development between the member regions,” Lockhart said. 
 
“Aside from the B2B meetings, the conference provides a platform to discuss how the Canadian and U.S. business communities can 
work together to protect our vital bilateral relationship and to advocate even greater cooperation,” she added. 
 
 
 

June 20, 2019  
Words by Dawn Azok 
 
Exports of Alabama-made aerospace products and parts increased in markets around the world last year, as the industry continued 
to invest in the state. The growth comes amid strategic e�orts to expand Alabama’s aerospace presence. 
 
The total value of the shipments, which went to 97 countries, rose to $2.4 billion, a 28 percent increase from the previous year. It’s 
also nearly $1 billion higher than 2016’s total, according to �gures from the Alabama Department of Commerce. 
 
The state ranked No. 12 in the U.S. for aerospace exports, showing the greatest year-over-year increase, except for North Carolina. 
 

Alabama Aerospace Exports Surge As Industry Growth Gains Pace
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“The aerospace industry in Alabama is 
thriving, with companies developing new 
technologies and advanced products that 
are highly sought after by customers across 
the globe,” said Greg Can�eld, secretary of 
the Alabama Department of Commerce. 
 
“As exports continue to grow, so do the jobs 
and investments created by these 
companies in communities around the 
state.” 
 
Secretary Can�eld was among a group of 
Alabama economic development specialists 
engaging in pre-arranged appointments 
with industry leaders at the 2019 Paris Air 
Show, which kicked o� on Monday. 
 
ALABAMA EXPORTERS 
 
Earlier this year, three �rms involved in exporting aerospace products were among the eight winners of the 2019 Governor’s Trade 
Excellence Awards, o�ering a glimpse of the success and breadth of the �rms and products behind the trade numbers. 
 
Mobile-based Aerostar provides component maintenance on civilian aircraft, with customers in Asia, Europe, Africa and the 
Americas. The company has grown from two employees in 2011 to 35 now, and it plans to reach 60. Aerostar is targeting new 
business in Europe, the Middle East, Africa and the Paci�c Rim. 
 
Another winner was RMCI Inc. of Huntsville, which developed a system that tracks the mechanical health of aircraft and has 
analyzed data from more than 3,000 helicopters. RMCI targets business in Colombia, New Zealand, Morocco, Spain, France, 
Mexico, the United Kingdom, Canada, Singapore, the Netherlands and Malaysia. 
 
And GKN Aerospace-Alabama, a prominent and longtime member of the state’s aerospace industry, continues to �ourish in 
Tallassee, where more than 800 employees produce composite aerostructures for major aerospace industry partners, such as Bell 
Helicopter, Sikorsky, HondaJet, Airbus, Lockheed Martin, Boeing and GE Aviation. 
 
RISING EXPORTS 
 
The trade data for 2018 demonstrate the continuing popularity of Alabama’s aerospace exports, said Hilda Lockhart, director of the 
Commerce Department’s International Trade O�ice. 
Germany was the top market for exports of Alabama-made aerospace products and parts, as the value of shipments increased 
nearly 98 percent to $378 million.  
 
The rest of the Top 5 looked like this: 
• India: $348 million, a surge of 110 percent 
• France: $332 million, an increase of 28 percent 
• China: $182 million, a jump of 332 percent 
• Canada: $134 million, a decline of 8 percent 
 
Lockhart said she believes many of the increases are related to military and defense spending. 
 
“With so much tension and unrest in the global marketplace, it seems that many countries are increasing their defense budgets,” 
she said. “Also, the civilian aircraft market is growing at a very rapid pace, so the global outlook is good. 
 
“The demand comes from the rise in passenger and freight tra�ic, along with improved global trade.” 
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The e�ect of proposed U.S. tari�s on these numbers is uncertain, she added, but the forecasted industry trends are promising. 
 
“In addition to the size of markets growing in this industry, the demand for �eet replacements are expected to help boost aircraft 
production,” Lockhart said. “Manufacturers are trying to �ll backlog orders that remain at an all-time high. There has been an 
increase in defense spending in China, India and Japan, which is also helping drive the growth. 
 
“Thus, the demand for more aerospace parts will grow and the supply chain will be stretched.” 

Anne Burkett, NAITA Executive Director, (shown to the right) is a regular participant at the airshows helping to 
represent and promote Huntsville and Madison County aerospace connections.
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November 2019  
Words by Jerry Underwood 
 
 
Alabama’s Port City played host to this year’s 
installment of the Alabama Global Supply Chain 
& Logistic Summit, which explores key supply 
chain topics such as the changing international 
trade environment, workforce training and 
cybersecurity. 
 
The 8th annual summit took place Tuesday, Nov. 
12, and Wednesday, Nov. 13, at The Battle House 
Hotel in Mobile. The event is sponsored by the 
Alabama Department of Commerce and hosted 
by the Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce. 
 
“Supply chain e�iciency and innovation 
continue to be relevant topics for our 
companies as they grow and adapt to meet the 
ever-changing demands of the global supply 
chain,” Alabama Commerce Secretary Greg 
Can�eld said. 
 
“Businesses have the opportunity here to learn 
how their peers have put in place supply chain 
strategies that have led to success both locally 
and internationally.” 
 
The summit presented attendees with an opportunity to network with industry leaders from small and medium-sized companies 
as well as large corporations as they shared information on supply chain trends. 
 
On Wednesday morning, Secretary Can�eld spoke on Alabama’s advantage in distribution and logistics. Companies as diverse 
as Amazon, Mercedes-Benz and Carvana have recently selected Alabama for major distribution hub projects. 
 
The event’s agenda included updates on the state’s infrastructure and gas tax, a conversation on the impact of trade policy and 
tari�s on global supply chain, the changing landscape of the supply chain workforce, and many other topics. 
 
The summit’s keynote speaker is Bryan Riley, director of the National Taxpayers Union’s Free Trade Initiative. He discussed the 
importance of free trade and implications of disruptive trade policy to Alabama businesses and their global supply chains. 
 
Other speakers at the event included Ed Castile, deputy Commerce secretary and director of AIDT; Jimmy Lyons, CEO of the 
Alabama State Port Authority; and Rolf Wrona, vice president of human resources at Mercedes-Benz U.S. International, its 
Alabama operation. 
 
In addition, Denson White of APM Terminals discussed the impact of Walmart’s $135 million import distribution center, which 
opened in Mobile in 2018. The 2.5 million-square-foot facility provides a major boost to the Port of Mobile and enhances 
Alabama’s global connections. 
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Mobile Hosts 8th Annual Global Supply Chain & Logistic Summit

Panelist discuss the recently passed Alabama Gas Tax and how it will improve the 
state's infrastructure.  L/R Justice Smyth, University of Alabama Transportation 
Institute, Jimmy Lyons, Alabama State Port Authority, Jim Hutcheson, Port of 
Huntsville and Drew Harrell, Business Council of Alabama
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The Birmingham Business Alliance recently hosted a luncheon in November 2019 with Export-Import (Ex-In) Bank of the United 
States Director Spencer Bachus III. Prior to his appointment with Ex-Im, Bachus served as a member of the United States House of 
Representatives representing Alabama’s sixth district for 22 years. Bachus spoke about the Bank and its impact on Alabama, 
noting that EXIM has supported 50 Alabama exporters since 2014. 
 
Introduction by Bill Cummins 
 
We’re glad to have with us this morning the Honorable Spencer Bachus, a member of the Board of Directors for the Export-Import 
Bank of the United States. He was con�rmed by the Senate in May to serve in this role, helping to support the creation of jobs 
here at home by helping American businesses increase their exports. 
Director Bachus has a long career of public service. He previously served as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives, 
where he represented Alabama’s sixth congressional district for 22 years. During his tenure in Congress, he served on several key 
committees, including Transportation and Infrastructure, Judiciary, and Financial Services. 
 
From 2006 to 2012, he led the House Financial Services Committee. He took the helm as chairman at a crucial time, when the U.S. 
�nancial system was confronting its greatest challenges since the 1930s. During the depths of the �nancial crisis, in the fall of 
2008, he was the �rst to advocate for a program of capital injections to help stabilize the �nancial sector. That approach – known 
as the Capital Purchase Program -- was adopted by the Treasury Department, and it ultimately returned a pro�t for the U.S. 
Treasury – and all of us taxpayers.   Director Bachus has a lengthy list of legislative accomplishments, including his work to 
decrease identity theft and increase consumer access to credit reports, helping to ensure Medicare coverage for prostate cancer 
screenings, and providing debt relief for underdeveloped countries. 
 
Now Director Bachus is bringing his pragmatic combination of �nancial skills and global perspective to his new post at EXIM. As 
the nation’s export credit agency, EXIM plays a key role in helping American businesses compete on the world stage at a time 
when foreign competition has never been more intense. 
 
It’s worth noting that more than 90 percent of the agency’s transactions directly support small businesses. That’s where Director 
Bachus will be putting his expertise to great use. He brings experience working with lawmakers and policymakers from his time in 
Congress. But he also understands what it’s like to run a small business – having co-owned a small lumber company and 
maintained a private law practice in Alabama. 
 
Now that EXIM’s Board of Directors has had its quorum restored, the agency is able to provide long-term support for U.S. exports. 
With his proven track record, Director Bachus has hit the ground running – alongside Chairman Kimberly Reed and Director Judith 
Pryor.  
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Spencer Bachus III, EXIM Bank Member, Board of Directors,
Speaks to Sold-out Crowd

Sponsors of the event were, from left, Bill Cummins, executive state director of the Alabama 
Small Business Development Center Network; BBA Interim President and CEO Fred 
McCallum; Bachus; and Robert Stackpole, director of the Alabama District Office for the 
U.S. Foreign and Commercial Service of the U.S. Department of Commerce.
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2019 Export Alabama Alliance 
Programming 

The Export Alabama Alliance provided a comprehensive range of export events, both in 
Alabama and overseas during 2019.  The workshops and seminars covered a variety of 
export-related topics and provided information on key export markets.

NAITA’s Export Launch Initiative (ELI) 
January 10 | Huntsville | 16 Participants 
The North Alabama International Trade Association (NAITA), in partnership with the Export Alabama Alliance and the HudsonAlpha 
Institute for Biotechnology, presented the NAITA Export Launch Initiative, a program designed to increase the number of North 
Alabama companies that export. This initiative focused on the growing global biotech sector, providing education and mentorship for 
North Alabama biotech companies in developing proactive export plans.    
 
 
 
 
Avalon Air Show 
February 26 – March 3 | Australia | 150+ Participants 
AVALON 2019 presented a unique opportunity to showcase products, technologies, and services to an informed target audience and 
build a marketing presence in this vibrant and vital region. High levels of economic growth and technological development have 
resulted in growing demand for aviation and aerospace services, products and technology, right across the spectrum from General 
Aviation to airlines, air forces, and space. 
 
 
 
 
 
Made in Dekalb
March 7 | Rainsville | 150+ Participants 
Hosted by the DeKalb County Economic Development Authority and held at the Northeast Alabama Agribusiness Center, the annual 
Made in DeKalb event provided an opportunity for local companies to promote their products and services to the businesses and 
people of DeKalb County. The event included time for networking with other businesses, breakout sessions and visits from area high 
school seniors and college students preparing to enter the workforce. A member of the Alabama Department of Commerce staffing the 
Export Alabama Alliance booth represented the Alliance. 
 
Alabama-Germany Partnership Dinner 
March 7 | Birmingham | 100+ Participants 
An annual event where attendees spent the evening networking and dining with guests and friends of AGP. Attendees celebrated new 
and expanding German companies and presented the Dr. Barbara Fischer Education Award and the prestigious Rainer Bauer Award. 
 
Alabama-Germany Partnership Business Forum- Filling the Workforce Gap 
March 8 | Birmingham | 40 Participants 
Panels and speakers explored ways of filling the gap of skilled workers, especially in manufacturing. Attendees learned from 
educational institutions, chambers of commerce, and German companies about apprenticeship programs and certifications. Attendees 
also learned how curricula can be tailored and set up for specific needs and to include an official certification.

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH
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Geostrategy in the Grassroots 
March 12 |Birmingham | 25 Participants  
A special panel of experts in U.S. – Japan Relations discussed the current status of the relationship between our countries at a 
grassroots level.  As Japan is the second largest source of foreign direct investment in our state, it is important to understand the 
impact of the current international political climate on Alabama’s relationship with Japan. Peter Kelley, President of the National 
Association of Japan-America Societies moderated the panel. 
 
Governor’s Trade Excellence Awards Program 
March 27 | Montgomery | 108 Participants 
Governor Kay Ivey recognized eight Alabama companies for their excellence in international trade, followed by a luncheon hosted 
by the Export Alabama Alliance. This prestigious ceremony was created in 2005 to gain greater exposure for Alabama companies 
that are successfully doing business overseas. 
 
 
 
 
NAITA Trade Compliance Roundtable 
April 4 | Huntsville | 29 Participants 
Jim Bartlett, Principal, Full Circle Trade Law PLLC, joined NAITA to discuss “Export Controls for Security Professionals— the 
Intersection of ITAR and NISPOM.” Key topics of discussion included: The Facility Security Officer’s Role in Export Controls, Key 
ITAR Concepts, including “US person” vs. “Foreign person” vs. “Foreign National”, ITAR coverage of classified articles and data, 
conflicts between ITAR and NISPOM, and what to do when served with a search warrant. 
 
NAITA Export Launch Initiative Pitch Competition 
April 11 | Huntsville | 26 Participants 
The North Alabama International Trade Association (NAITA) held the inaugural NAITA Export Launch Initiative at the HudsonAlpha 
Institute for Biotechnology. The pitch competition encouraged and awarded biotech companies for developing a plan for exporting 
to a foreign market of their selection. The Export Alabama Alliance, including the U.S. Commercial Service, Alabama Department of 
Commerce, Alabama International Trade Center (AITC), and Madison County Commission joined NAITA to showcase the value to 
small businesses of resources and research offered by these international business service providers. This consortium provided 
foreign market research at no cost to the biosicence startups, so each company could identify a market and identify next steps to 
entering it. Three companies at HudsonAlpha gave their company pitch to a panel of judges, competing for the grand prize. 
Synvivo, represented by Gwen Fewell, Chief Commercial Officer, won the Export Launch Initiative grand prize of $5,000 to assist in 
their expansion of sales of synthetic tissues for research in the European Union 
 
NAITA World Trade Day Celebration 
April 18 | Huntsville | 125 Participants 
World Trade Week is an annual national celebration recognizing the importance of international trade to the U.S. economy. The 
North Alabama International Trade Association (NAITA) and the Madison County Commission co-sponsored the World Trade Day 
Celebration Luncheon in Huntsville. The Madison County Commission annually proclaims World Trade Day (WTD) locally to 
recognize global trade’s significance to Huntsville/Madison County, Alabama, and NAITA presented its Global Trade Award. 
Christina Sevilla, Deputy Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Small Business, provided a Trade Policy Update from the USTR. 
 
Alabama Biotech Trade and Business Development Mission to Ireland and the United Kingdom 
April 27-May 4| Dublin, Ireland & London, England | 25 Participants 
The State of Alabama Department of Commerce and the Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce coordinated a Life Sciences Trade 
and Investment Mission to Ireland and the United Kingdom. Because of the innovative work in fields such as genomics and drug 
discovery taking place in Alabama, bioscience has been a long-standing focus of its economic development efforts. This mission 
provided an opportunity to present the breadth of companies in the state’s life science sector to encourage collaboration and 
partnerships between Alabama and those involved in the biotechnology and life sciences industries in Ireland and the United 
Kingdom. 
 
 
 
Trade Winds India 
May 6-8 | India | 150+ Participants 
Trade Winds India allowed companies to network with key industry contacts, gain first-hand market insight and solidify an Indo-
Pacific business strategy during the U.S. Commercial Service Trade Winds Forum and Mission in New Delhi.  Additional mission 
stops included Mumbai, Ahmadabad, Bengaluru, Chennai, Hyderabad, and Kolkata.  Companies scheduled individual meetings 
with U.S. Economic Diplomats and customized a business matchmaking schedule to meet one-on-one with pre-screened buyers, 
agents, distributors, and joint-venture partners.
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Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce World Trade Month Reception 
May 13 | Mobile | 50 Participants 
Building off the Chamber’s well-established and successful trade program, the Mobile Area Chamber reinvested in making 
international engagement a priority to attract foreign investment and increase exports. This reception was a celebration of World 
Trade Month and Mobile’s international business community. 
 
Cyber Trade Compliance Workshop | Safeguarding Data in a High Threat, High-Risk World 
May 14 | Huntsville | 44 Participants 
This unique half-day seminar examined the ways companies are most frequently compromised by hackers (whether financially 
motivated or state-sponsored), security best practices to prevent a breach, and how failures to identify, control, and track military 
and dual-use data in IT systems expose the aerospace and defense industry to risk of illegal exports. The seminar also discussed 
best practices for mitigating against cyber security threats and cyber compliance failures. 
 
Australia Space Delegation to Huntsville 
May 22-23 | Huntsville | 20 Participants 
The North Alabama International Trade Association (NAITA), in cooperation with the University of Alabama in Huntsville (UAH) and 
the Huntsville/Madison County Chamber, welcomed a Space Delegation from Victoria, Australia. NAITA arranged briefings, tours, 
and B2B meetings for the delegates to meet with local companies and entities with complementary interests in the space industry. 
Delegates included representatives of the Victorian Government of Australia, private companies, and university science and space 
research teams. 
 
 
 
 
Southeast U.S.-Canada 12th Annual Conference and Matchmaking  
June 2-4 | Montreal, Canada | 150+ Participants 
The central theme of the twelfth annual SEUS-CP conference was smart mobility, and the event featured business matchmaking 
appointments for interested Alabama companies. The event took place over 3 days and featured many different panels and 
speakers in addition to the prearranged business matchmaking appointments. 
 
STOPfakes Intellectual Property Rights Seminar 
June 13 | Huntsville | 67 Participants 
The Alabama District Export Council and the North Alabama International Trade Association (NAITA) hosted this program that 
delivered critically important information about intellectual property to start-ups, entrepreneurs, small and medium-sized businesses, 
independent creators, and inventors. Experts from multiple government agencies discussed intellectual property protection and 
issues. 
 
Paris Air Show 
June 17-23 | Le Bourget, France | 150+ Participants 
The State of Alabama aerospace industry participated in the Paris Air Show (Salon international de l'aéronautique et de l'espace de 
Paris-Le Bourget, Salon du Bourget), the largest air show in the world. The Air Show demonstrated military and civilian aircraft and 
was attended by many military forces and the major aircraft manufacturers, often announcing significant aircraft sales. 
 
 
 
 
NAITA Booth at Space & Missile Defense Symposium, Von Braun Center 
August 6-8 | Huntsville | 150+ Participants 
The SMD Symposium was the leading educational, professional development, and networking event in the space and missile 
defense community. The symposium was widely attended by leaders and professionals from the U.S. and our allies around the 
world. SMDS was an ideal forum for conducting business face-to-face.   
 
NAITA Trade Compliance Roundtable 
August 13 | Huntsville | 35 Participants 
NAITA and Baker Donelson presented a critical Trade Compliance Roundtable Update on Emerging Technology Export Controls, 
changes to investment reviews conducted by the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS), and other key 
international trade developments triggered by the Foreign Investment Risk Review Modernization of 2018 (FIRRMA) and the Export 
Control Reform Act of 2018 (ECRA).
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Opportunities for Technology Partnerships Between Alabama and Israeli Businesses 
August 20 | Birmingham | 35+ Participants 
Keynote speaker Senator Doug Jones of Alabama gave a presentation regarding collaboration between Alabama and Israel. The 
event also included an overview of Israel's technology ecosystem, an overview of the BIRD Foundation, and panels with leaders from 
the business community.  
 
JASA Annual Dinner 
August 22 | Birmingham | 50+ Participants 
The Japan-America Society of Alabama hosted a special reception and fundraiser to allow our members and guests from all over 
Alabama to gather, network, and dine with a special program to celebrate the JASA community. 
 
 
 
 
Conversation on Trade Breakfast with Senator Doug Jones 
September 5 | Huntsville | 71 Participants 
The Breakfast Meeting featured a presentation by Senator Doug Jones focusing on the impact of trade on North Alabama. This was 
an opportunity to advocate for positive trade policy and to educate our regional business community and our local elected officials on 
significant trade-related issues and their impact. Topics of discussion included the status of current issues such as: U.S.-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (USMCA), Section 232 auto tariffs, U.S. China trade talks, and the impact of Brexit. 
 
Attracting Foreign Sales with EXIM Bank  
September 10 | Mobile | 11 Participants 
Attendees learned how to unlock more business potential in foreign markets through extending their international customers’ credit 
(net 30, etc.), while not worrying about getting paid. Exporters of U.S. goods and services were able to benefit greatly from this 
seminar. 
 
Alabama Trade and Business Development Mission to the United Arab Emirates 
September 20-27| Dubai and Abu Dhabi, UAE | 20 Participants 
The Alabama Department of Commerce and the Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce, in coordination with the U.S. and Foreign 
Commercial Service, organized a multi-sector trade mission to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) for September 2019. The mission 
allowed Alabama firms to benefit from Embassy briefings, networking events with government officials and industry leaders, in 
addition to individualized business-to-business meetings. With its open and booming economy, its diversification initiatives, one of 
the highest GDP per capita in the world and a diverse population, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) is an ideal export market for 
Alabama companies. Some of the advantages of exporting to the UAE include ease of registration, low taxes, and a very open and 
pro-business environment.  
 
NAITA/USASAC Industry Day 
September 25 | Huntsville | 164 Participants 
NAITA and members from the U.S. Army Security Assistance Enterprise examined several key areas critical to the successful 
execution of security assistance programs. Central to this discussion was the role the U.S. Army Security Assistance Command 
(USASAC) plays. USASAC implements approved U.S. Army Security Assistance programs, including Foreign Military Sales (FMS) of 
defense articles and services to eligible foreign governments.  
 
 
 
 
Southeast U.S./Japan & Japan-SEUS 46th Annual Joint Meeting  
October 20-23 | Savannah, Georgia | 150+ Participants 
The Alabama Department of Commerce led a statewide delegation to this annual event. The SEUS/Japan Association is comprised 
of the states of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. The conference focused on 
topics of economic development and brought together over 200 delegates from the southeastern states and Japan.
 
 
 
 
Bureau of Industry & Security (BIS): Complying with U.S. Export Controls &  How to Build an Export Compliance Program 
November 5-7 | Huntsville | 93 Participants 
This two-day program led by BIS's professional counseling staff provided an in-depth examination of the Export Administration 
Regulations (EAR). The program covered information exporters need to know to comply with U.S. export control requirements on 
commercial goods and military items controlled by the EAR. This program was well suited for those who need a comprehensive 
understanding of their obligations under the EAR. 
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8th Annual Alabama Global Supply Chain & Logistics Summit 
November 12-13 | Mobile | 147 Participants 
The Alabama Department of Commerce, the Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce, and the Export Alabama Alliance held this annual 
event to provide business owners with an in-depth look at core processes and common supply chain challenges. Topics covered by 
national industry experts and local and state industry leaders focused on global supply chain trends and navigating through the rapidly 
changing world of the supply chain to help attendees improve company efficiency and increase their bottom line. 
 
EXIM Bank Luncheon with Spencer Bacchus 
November 20 | Birmingham | 50+ Participants 
A luncheon featuring the U.S. Export Import Bank and Director Spencer Bachus, where participants learned more about the role of the 
EXIM Bank and its work to support small businesses. 
 
Southeast BIO 
November | Atlanta, GA | 150+ Participants 
Southeast BIO (SEBIO) is a regional non-profit organization that fosters the growth of the life sciences industry in the Southeastern 
United States through efforts that promote entrepreneurship and bring together the key players active in the development of the sector. 
SEBIO's geographic footprint includes Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia. 
 
 
 
 
Incoterms 2020 & NAITA Holiday Party 
December 16 | Huntsville | 79 Participants 
This program provided an update on revisions to Incoterms® 2010. Speakers included an attorney, a freight forwarder, and a licensed 
customs broker who are all well-versed in using Incoterms®. Our speakers discussed the significance of Incoterms® in defining the 
roles, responsibilities, costs, and risks for sellers and buyers when shipping overseas. 
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The Alabama Department of Commerce and the Export Alabama Alliance 
are proud to be part of the Small Business Administration (SBA) State 

Trade Expansion Program (STEP) and appreciate the funding support for 
many of the activities that assist our eligible small business concerns.



Alabama Department of Commerce 
International Trade Division 
401 Adams Avenue, Suite 630 Montgomery, Alabama 36130 
www.madeinalabama.com 
 
Hilda Lockhart, Director (hilda.lockhart@commerce.alabama.gov or 334.242.0442) 
Beau Lore, International Trade Specialist (beau.lore@commerce.alabama.gov or 334.242.0450)  
Jeremy Wolfe, International Trade Specialist (jeremy.wolfe@commerce.alabama.gov or 334.353.1762) 
 
The state of Alabama’s international trade office effectively assists Alabama businesses with export promotion and development. This is 
accomplished through statewide professional trade development programs, first-class trade missions, insightful trade publications, and 
distribution of qualified point-to-point international business leads. We are strong proponents that Alabama’s economic growth and 
prosperity be closely linked to a competitive, international business edge. 
 
 
 
Alabama Department of Agriculture 
1445 Federal Drive Montgomery, Alabama 36109 
www.agi.alabama.gov 
 
Rick Pate, Commissioner (rick.pate@agi.alabama.gov or 334.240.7100) 
 
The Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries provides timely, fair, and expert regulatory control over products, business 
entities, and movement and application of goods and services for which applicable state and federal law exists, and strives to protect 
and provide service to Alabama consumers. Department personnel will actively work to initiate and support economic development 
activities and promote domestic and international consumption of Alabama products. The Alabama Department of Agriculture and 
Industries is a member state of the Southern U.S. Trade Association (SUSTA). 
 
 
 
Alabama District Export Council/U.S. Department of Commerce 
1800 5th Avenue North, Ste. 3300, Robert S. Vance Federal Building Birmingham, AL 35203 
www.alabamadec.com
 
Mike Lee, President  
Robert Stackpole, Executive Secretary 
 
DECs play a major role in the planning and coordination of export activities for their communities. Working together with local CS field 
offices, the mission of the DECs is to facilitate development of an effective export assistance network, support the expansion of export 
opportunities for U.S. companies, serve as a communication link between the business community and CS, and assist in coordinating 
the activities of trade assistance partners to leverage available resources. 
 

 
Meet the Export Alabama Alliance 

The experienced members of the Export Alabama Alliance are ready to provide just the help your Alabama
company needs to be successful overseas. The Alliance is a seamless network of international trade
agencies all with the fundamental objective of helping Alabama companies grow their business
internationally. Members offer access to services that will put the world at your fingertips, including:
overseas marketing assistance, customized research, export finance education, trade missions and shows,
and information on trade regulations and documentation. Most services are free of charge, with some
programs at a nominal fee. We are here when you need us.

34



Alabama International Trade Center (AITC) 
University of Alabama Box 870396 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35487  
www.aitc.ua.edu 
 
Brian Davis, Director (bdavis1@aitc.ua.edu or 205.348.7621) 
Michael Brooks, Assistant Director (mbrooks@aitc.ua.edu or 205.348.7621)  
Elaine Phillips, International Trade Specialist (elaine@asbdc.org or 334.593.5051) 
Carolyn Turner, International Trade Specialist (cturner@aitc.ua.edu or 205.307.6517) 
 
The Alabama International Trade Center (AITC) operates as a federal-state partnership program between the University of Alabama 
and the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), promoting the official SBA trade programs and export financing in Alabama. The 
AITC is an institutional member of the Alabama Small Business Development Center Network, a statewide network of ten 
management and technical assistance centers. Services include customized international research, in-house training, export financing 
and capital access, and on-line research and training resources. AITC focuses on working on a one-on-one, confidential basis to help 
small businesses enter and sell in export markets. 
 
 
Alabama State Port Authority 
P.O. Box 1588 
Mobile, Alabama 36633  
www.asdd.com 
 
Parrish Lawler, Director, Trade & Development (plawler@asdd.com or 251-441-7146) 
 
The Alabama State Port Authority operates the Port of Mobile and various smaller inland ports throughout the state. It employs 
approximately 580 people. In 2009, the Port of Mobile was the 12th largest port in the country by tonnage of cargo shipped. Its 
facilities include one of the nation's largest coal depots, the McDuffie Coal Terminal, Pinto Island Steel Terminal, and the Mobile 
Container Terminal, along with several other berths and warehouses. 
 
 
Alabama World Trade Association 
c/o Alabama Department of Commerce 401 Adams Avenue 
Montgomery, AL 36130 
 
Hilda Lockhart, President (hilda.lockhart@commerce.alabama.gov or 334.242.0442) 
 
The AWTA is a statewide association focused on positively affecting trade policies on a local, state, and federal level. It provides a 
forum for exporters across the state to communicate the value of international trade policy to decision makers. 
 
 
Birmingham Business Alliance (BBA) 
505 20th Street North, Ste. 200 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
www.birminghambusinessalliance.com 
 
Emily Jerkins, Director of Research (ejerkins@birminghambusinessalliance.com or 205- 241-8108) 
 
The BBA focuses on the economic growth of a seven-county region and takes a leadership role in promoting international trade to 
companies, hosting and coordinating activities for international business visitors, and processing certificates of origin for local 
manufacturers. 
 
Business Council of Alabama 
2 North Jackson St. 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 
 www.bcatoday.org 
 
Katie Boyd Britt, President & CEO (334.240.8714) 
 
Alabama’s foremost voice for business, the BCA is a non-partisan statewide business association representing the interests and 
concerns of nearly 1 million working Alabamians through its member companies and its partnership with the Chamber of Commerce 
Association of Alabama. The BCA is Alabama’s exclusive affiliate to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the National Association of 
Manufacturers.
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Madison County Commission International Trade Development Center  
819 Cook Avenue 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 
www.madisoncountyal.gov 
 
Anne Burkett, Director (aburkett@madisoncountyal.gov or 256.532.3505) 
Amanda P. Berkey, Senior International Trade Specialist (apberkey@madisoncountyal.gov or 256.532.3505) 
 
The Madison County Commission’s ITDC facilitates international business and job creation by assisting Madison County businesses 
in developing overseas markets. Direct, individualized counseling and assistance to businesses is provided in international 
management, marketing/research, export documentation, export controls and compliance, and group participation in trade shows 
and missions. Other services provided by ITDC include training seminars and conferences, analysis of the nature and extent of 
international trade in the county, linkage to other services, and community promotions on the importance of international trade. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 2187 
Mobile, Alabama 36652  
www.mobilechamber.com 
 
Christina Stimpson, Director, International Business 
 (cstimpson@mobilechamber.com or 251.431.8648) 
Kayley Shepard, International Trade Manager 
 (kshepard@mobilechamber.com or 251-431-8629) 
 
The Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce has built an international trade program that crosses county and state barriers. This trade 
program, through its many partners, is a beacon in the Southeastern United States. Staff assist local companies in developing and 
expanding export markets through trade missions and trade shows, hosting educational events and seminars, and issuing certificates 
of origin for export shipments. 
 
 
 
 
 
North Alabama International Trade Association (NAITA) 
P.O. Box 2457 
Huntsville, Alabama 35804  
www.naita.org 
 
Debbie McGee, President, NAITA (naita@naita.org) 
Anne Burkett, Executive Director (aburkett@madisoncountyal.gov or 256.532.3505) 
 
NAITA is a business-driven organization with the mission to promote economic growth through international trade education, training, 
and networking. A non-profit membership organization, NAITA provides an international networking forum, education on trade issues, 
and prepares businesses for global success.
 
 
 
 
Port of Huntsville 
1000 Glenn Hearn Blvd., Box 20008 
Huntsville, Alabama 35824  
www.hsvairport.org 
 
Rick Tucker, Executive Director (rick@hsvairport.org or 256.258.1955) 
Barbie Peek, Director, Business Development (barbie@hsvairport.org or 256-258-1977) 
 
The Port of Huntsville, an inland port that is comprised of the Huntsville International Airport, International Intermodal Center, and 
Jet-plex Industrial Park, provides quality, multi-modal transportation services and stimulates economic development throughout the 
Tennessee Valley Region. 
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U.S. Department of Commerce Birmingham Export Assistance Center  
1800 5th Avenue North 
Suite 3300, Robert S. Vance Federal Building 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203  
www.buyusa.gov 
 
Robert Stackpole, Director (robert.stackpole@trade.gov or 205.407-5399) 
 
The Commercial Service maintains a worldwide service delivery network with offices in more than 100 cities in the U.S. and in 80 
countries overseas, designed to support U.S. exporters. Services include identifying distributors and agents in overseas markets, 
providing comprehensive and customized market research, promoting trade events both domestically and internationally, arranging 
tailor-made business appointments in overseas markets, and advocating through accredited diplomats and other U.S. officials 
regarding unanticipated problems with foreign clients. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
U.S. Small Business Administration Alabama District Office 
2 North 20th Street, Suite 325
Birmingham, Alabama 35203
www.sba.gov/al 
 
Thomas Todt, District Director (thomas.todt@sba.gov or 205.290.7101, ext 263) 
Brent McMahan, International Trade Officer (brent.mcmahan@sba.gov or 251.544.7401) 
 
The U.S. Small Business Administration, established in 1953, provides financial assistance for new or existing small businesses 
through its guaranteed loans programs made by area banks and non-bank lenders. It also provides free counseling and information 
on starting a business or expanding a small business through its resource partners including the Small Business Development 
Centers. The Alabama District Office, located in Birmingham, is responsible for delivery of SBA’s many programs and services in 
Alabama. 
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